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. SPERLING PROPOSES THE FOURTEEN POINTS:

THE FOURTEEN POINTS l. Talks
5 2. Observing
Mr. Norman Sperling, 3. Movies
(fplanetarium Director at %. Diseusazions
|} Edgewood Junior High . 3tar parties
|| Sehool, gave the following 6. Publications
[F1l types of activities for 7. Conventions
|f an astronomical society at 8. ATM
| the first meeting of 'HCAS 9. HResearch
ton February 5, 1970. 10. Trips
(f1. The rirst point, talks, 11. Observatory
would generally consist of 12. HJC
“lectures from invited 13. 3couts & Sclence
 speakers, colleges, gov- fairs
fernment, and the general 1lj. Advanced Study

lecommunity. The talks would

e publicized through all local and metropeolitan

jedia, and by eclub publication.

2. Organized exploration of the heavens by members
h telescopesa, occasionally scheduled well in

anece but usually to be organized under sudden

d obsérving condltions.

B. Movies are available from many sources.

f» Diseuwasion can mean shop talk or formally

anized panels that tmckle club-chosen questions,

"This can be especially interesting as astronomy is

t one of the fields of sclence open to wide theoret=

i ieal discussion,

« Star parties are basleally publiec-relations ac-

L tivitles. They consist of scope owners who focus

L their instruments on different objects and are wil-

| 1ing to explain the objects to passers by.

6. Publications, such as this newslettsr,

F instrumental in publishing area news.

7. Conventions, usually for members only, present

the problem of Jjolning the Astro League and par=-

p ticipating in conventlons of regional and national

 magnitude. Papers, slideshows, and exhibits are

‘but a few of the activities of these conventions.

These are also a source of problem selving, since

other clubs.present have found solutions to the

‘problems facing HCAS., =~ =~

8. For those who do not own scopes ATM (Amateur

| telescope making) is popular with supervision from

| ¢xperienced members. Even more interest can be

(| stimilated, by competition and the awarding of
prizes for superior telescopes. -

b

will be

continued, page 2 col. 1
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PROFILES

Readers of thils news-
letter may be interested
in learning something
about those who were the
Initial organizers of HCAS
The man responsible for
primary initlative was Mr.-
Norman Sperling, Planetan
ium director at EJHS.

New to Harford County
this year, Mr. Sperling is
a graduate of Michigan
State University and has
been an avid amateur for
the last 12 years. It is
basically through hls ef-
forts that Edgewood has
organized a party to the .,
March T solar eclipse.

Mr. Sperling teaches two
non-credit courses at Har-
ford Junlor College, and
hopes to teach a dredit
course next fall.

The other main orgs-
nizer is Lewis Berman, a
freshman at Edgewcod 3Sen-
ior High. Lewis lived
in Huntsville, Alabama,
where he was involved in
the space program.

Currently a member of

the Baltimore Astronomical
Soclety, Lewls was elected
temporary coordinator of
HCAS gt the first
meeting.
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! Within easy reach 1s Wash

| delphla area, local uni-
| versities, and planstar-

| 11. WAlle 1t may be out
| of rea¢h for a society of
| novices, building an ob-

P~ TPOURTEEN POINTS

useful research.

- variable stars, asterold

on

~zation. Although expen-

aastrophysica.
.

Even amateurs can do
Areas
such as occultations,

and comet hunting, ete.
are fields where amateurs
can turn out needed info-
rmation.

The general aresa
surrounding Harford County
provides oppertunities fo
trips and activitiles.

ington D.C., with the
Naval Obszeérvatory, God-
dard Space Flight Center,
Smithsonian, ete., Phila-

iums.

servatory may not present
an overbearing problem to
a well-structured organi-

give and.requiring a great
many man hours, the even-
tugl construction of an
obzervatory has been ac-
complished by other socls
etles and can provide the
facilities for research
and more technical work.
12. Harford Junior Coll-
ege can be a useful
companion in community
relations and ean co-
operate in courses of pop
ular astronomy and the
construction of a posshle
observatory.
13. Heas can ald scouts
in obtaining merit badees
and may, in the process,
gain members. Also, a good
astronomlcal society
should be able to provide
intereat In science fairs)
14. Advanced study groups
sould provide outlets for
research talent for mem-
bers already conscious of
more than a working
knowledge of astronomy.
Intermediate and advanced
descriptive astronom
would be offered, and for

SYNOPSTS OF PAST
MEETINGS

FIRST MEETING: The first
meeting of HCAS was held
in EJHS planetarium on
February 5, 1970 at 7:30
P.M. The general purpose
of the meeting was to ac-
quaint members with eaeh
other and give an overall
idea of what the c¢club
could do (see 1l points).
SECOND MEETING: A film
relating to time and astro
nomy was shown at the zec-
ond meeting, Feb. 10.
Publicity problems were
discussed; certain pub-
licity offices were as-
signed. Attendance: 39.
Attendance at the first

megting was 61,
THIRD MEETING: S (HAR-
FORD COUNTY ASTRONCMICAL
SO0CIETY) was the name de-
cided upon at the third
meeting, Feb. 19. It was
decided to let a committe
draw up plans for a
soclety constitution. Mem-
bers were oriented with
the planetarium.
Attendance:

FOURTH MEETING:It was
voted to give the const.
committee six weeks to
produce a draft and submit
it to the seciety. The
Feb. 21 partlal lunar
etlipse was dlscussed.
A lecture was given by
Mr. Ted Manekin from the
Univeraity of Maryland on
"Yardaticks in the Uni-
verse," Mr, Manekin is
president of the University
astronomy club., The talk
included toplea such as
the doppler shift, cephid
variables, and trigono-
metric parallax, and was
followed by a question and
answer periocd. Attendance
was
Fi : alk
was glven by Lewis Ber-
an, on Buhlications re-
ating to

astronomy, especially

by
e

b

Sky and Telescope. The
meeting also included
discussions on the March
T eclipse, only four
days away. Groups golng
to North Carolina,
Virginia, and other pla-
ces farther south told
of thelr plans. Atten-
dance was down to 37,
mainly due to a short-
age of publiecity.

SIXTH, AND MOST RECENT,
MEETING:

I. Eclipse. Members
of H.C.A.S. who went to
eclipse sites presented
slides and movies of

the event. Among them
were a color movie of the
entire eclipse, slides
on infrared-color film,
slides on regular color

film, and black-and-
white prints.

II. LECTURE. A lecture
was given by Mr. Leo
Heppner on the basics
of telescopes. Topics
covered were telescope
opties, mountings, and
alternate optieal sys-
tems., The lecture was
the first of two, the
second to be given at
the next mesting( see
announcements on page
three )

Attendance was 2.

NEXT
MEETING

HCAS will hold a meeting
Tuesday, April 7, at
T7:30 P.M, in the plane-
tarium of Edgewood Jun-
lor High School. As
mentioned above, the
speaker will be Mr. Leo
Heppner. See announce-
mentas for further

those with the_abilitg,
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NOTES FROM YOUR CLUB COORDINATOR- Lewls Berman

I mailed requests for program material to var-
ious firms in the Baltimore area, ineluding such
companies as RCA, Bendix, and Westinghouse, to
mention a few. A reply has been recelved from
Bendix, and they can not provide us with anything.
However, my letter to IBM reached an associate
systems engineer, who has an interest in astron-
omy. We arranged a lecture on computers and thein

use in astronomy, which will probably take plsace
in May or June,

Constitution committee prosress: Major business
was completed Thursday, March 26. The document is
being typed now.

BOB WEBRER/ "THE MAD ASTROLOGER"

JUPITER: AS A STAR

There is a controversy between a few of the
former members of Edgewood Junlor High School
astronomy club and me over the classification of
Jupiter. I procede to tell why Jupiter should be
consldered a star.

The present definition of a planet is "one of
the nine {eight) nonluminous bodies revolving
about the sun," and a star is a "self-luminous
sphere of gas." (text by Abbell- Exploration of
the Universe) The most obvious means of proof
seems to be to determine whether Jupiter is self-
luminous.

Jupiter is echiefly made up of hydrogen and
helium (typical of stars) amd is noted for extreme
siz e and eravity. Jupiter mlves off its owm
heat, produces radiation, and possibly gives off
its own feeble light. 1In full, the perfect class-
ification of a very feeble star.

How does it feel teo live in a double star
system?

ANNOUNCEMENR S

The next meetlng of HCAS
will be Tuesday, AFRIL 7,
1970. Possibly one or
two more eclipse plectures
will be shown, including
a rare photograph of the
shadow-bands .

Thesdayis program will be
a lecture by Mr. Leo Hep-
pner, the second in a sepr-
ies. Hls= topie will be
amateur mirror grinding
for teleacopes, and he will
touch on some other aspects
of amateur telescope
malkting., At lecture's end,
all present should have a
good idea of what tele-
scope making 1s all sbout.

The second April meeting
will take place Thursday,
April 16, at T7:30 P,M,
The constitution committees,
which has been working on
a draft of the constitution,
will present its document
at this meeting to be wvoted
upon and/or amended.

BOTH MEETINGS WILL
TAKE PLACE IN THE EJuS
PLANETARTUM, AND WILL

BEGIN AT T:30 P.M.

The editors wish to thank all those whose time
and efforts made this newsletter possible.

WE WILL ACCEPT ALL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWS:
LETTER DEEMED RELEVENT TO ASTRONGMY.

Editor: Mark Borsat Typist: Lewis Berman
Contributors: Bob Webber
L

NOTE: THE EDITORS OF THIS NEWSLETTER ARE NoT

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENTS OF ANY SFECIFIC
ARTICLE.

The famed science fic-
tion and fact author,
Arthur €. Clarke, will
present a speclal film-
lecture at the Lyric
Theatre on May 1, 1970.
Offered by the Maryland
Academy of Sciences, the
full celor decumentary
on man in space willl
indicate Mr. Clarket's ides
of life 31 years from
now. It 1s entitled "Life
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in the Year 2001."
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